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Council Member Robbie Cornelius made both of her votes via telephone conference and 

verbally voted in favor of the above motions. After item 2 of the agenda she ended her 

call and the remainder of the meeting continued without a quorum of the Council.  

 

4) Parking: 

DDA Chairman Cesar Martinez opened the parking townhall by stating that parking, 

restrooms and the lack of businesses staying open past five o’clock are the three main 

problems that Blue Ridge has, and that parking is always number one. He continued to 

state that the City is trying to find a way to eliminate train riders and business 

owners/employees from using main street parking. He explained that the DDA is 

working on finding lots near downtown to designate for these people in order to leave 

main street parking open for visitors or those doing business/investing downtown. He 

then stated the next step would be to implement paid parking downtown.  He 

announced that they are working on issuing maps that will indicate where free parking 

is located since this will still be an option for those not wanting to pay for parking. 

However, main street parking will be paid parking and if people do not want to pay they 

will have to walk a little. It was also announced that the Hampton lot is no longer being 

offered to the City for parking, but lots on Ada Street will soon be available, as well as a 

new parking garage to be completed by the end of 2020. It was also mentioned that 

additional parking would be made around City Hall and that the municipal parking lot 

will be restriped to add more parking spaces.  

Council Member Nathan Fitts commented that they discussed at the earlier townhall 

meeting that the City is planning to add additional crosswalks, sidewalks and lighting in 

order to make downtown more pedestrian friendly.  

DDA Chairman Cesar Martinez stated that the revenue generated from paid parking will 

fund parking and public safety as well as the items mentioned by Mr. Fitts.  

The owner of Crawford Collections was present and asked why free parking had already 

been done away with. DDA Chairman Cesar Martinez replied that it was done at events 

in order to test the text to park system and to generate revenue. They also discussed 

parking that will be available in lots of businesses that are closed during the weekends 

as well as fire/loading zones.  

DDA Board Member Brandon Lofton stated that he was astonished by the different 

kinds of people who are working on solutions for parking or offering their skills and 

expertise. He continued to state that some plans are immediate while others are more 

long-term.  
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WHEREAS, this Resolution does not request the General Assembly to involuntarily annex 

any person’s residence or property as said annexation is only along the road and rights-of-way; 

and 

WHEREAS, any person who owns real property which touches any portion of the road or 

rights-of-way proposed to be annexed would not be required to be annexed into the City of Blue 

Ridge, Georgia and, pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A. § 36-36-1 et seq., any private 

landowner shall be allowed to make that decision for her or himself; and  

WHEREAS, after consideration of the proposal, the City Council determines it to be in the 

best interests of the citizens, future citizens and visitors of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia this 

Resolution be passed and said roads/rights-of-way be annexed;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE 

CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA, as follows: 

REQUESTED CHANGE TO THE CITY CHARTER: 

 

The City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as the governing authority of the 

City, does hereby formally request that the Honorable David E. Ralston, Speaker of the House of 

Representatives and State Representative for House District Seven (7th) and the Honorable Steve 

Gooch, Majority Whip and Senator for Senate District Fifty-One (51st) author/sponsor, and the 

Georgia General Assembly enact, a local act which amends the corporate boundaries of the City 

of Blue Ridge to include new boundaries which are as follows: 

TRACT ONE 

Beginning at a point just northwest of the intersection of Highway 5 and Trails End Road 

thence northwest until a point northwest of the intersection of Highway 5 and Old Highway 5 as 

depicted generally on Exhibit “A” attached hereto.  



TRACT TWO 

Beginning at a point approximating the intersection of Highway 515 and Toccoa River 

Bridge thence Northeasterly until a point approximating the intersection of Highway 515 and 

Forge Jvlill Road as depicted generally on Exhibit "B" attached hereto. 

The City Attorney is hereby instructed to obtain a metes and bounds description of the area 

set forth on Exhibits '·A'' and '·B" and transmit same, along w ith a certified copy of thi s Reso lution, 

to Speaker Ralston, Senator Gooch and the General Assembly for consideration. 

BLUE RIDGE CITY COUNCIL 

B~~~-
Mayor 

Attest Ordinance Passed: JO...'f\\)UY\.\ 6, d~~C) 

0 1684354-1 

February (KL)

February (KL)



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit “A” 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit “B” 
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